Personal Celebrations

First I have to say that our family is not religious, we do not celebrate almost anything and if we do, it is more like a reason to meet other members of the family and chat than anything else (commemorating miracles which supposedly happened etc.).
When I was a child I used to get presents and a cake with candles for my birthday but we abandoned this tradition a long time ago because I do not like surprises (nobody does) and it is better to buy things when you really need them than for special occasions. The same goes for the cake. Namedays are just a smaller version of birthdays. Concerning Easter, we celebrate it just a little – I get candies from my parents and that is pretty much it.

So the only feast we celebrate according to local traditions is Christmas. On Christmas Day we do not eat anything (at least anything big) until dinner. During the day we decorate a Christmas tree which is usually a pine. We have traditional food for Christmas dinner – a fish soup, a carp and a potato salad – but since I do not like fish meat my mother prepares chicken fillets for me. After the dinner we go to the tree and we sing carols (flat and with mistakes in lyrics, of course) and then we give presents to each other. When I was younger it was always like “you will not get any presents for a while and then you will get lots of them”. Now I buy presents for myself. Granted, it is not a surprise but I take that as a plus.
