The Sword of Damocles
In one glorious and rich town called Syrakusy ruled the autocrat Dionysos. Altough he was powerful, he was very frightened that he could be killed. He didn’t believe anyone and he didn’t go out. In the bedroom, his bed was surrounded by a ditch with a small bridge over it. When he went to bed, he took the bridge on his side. When he had to speak to his people, he did it from a high tower. 

One day, one of Dionysos’s toadeaters called Damocles told him: “You are so happy, my lord. You are rich, you live in a beautiful palace. I’m sure that you are the happiest human in the world.” When Dionysos asked him whether he wanted to be in his position, Damocles agreed. Then Dionysos let him sit on his golden deckchair. He gave him young men to serve him. Damokles was happy and smiled at people around him. Then Dionysos hanged a sword above Damocles’ head. The sword was hanging on a horse-hair. Damocles saw it and he was very dismayed, so he asked Dionysos to let him go out. In this way, Damocles learnt that anyone can’t be happy if they are constantly in danger.

